Irish Veterinary Journal, founded in 1946 and published in partnership with Veterinary Ireland, move up from the third quartile to the first quartile in the Veterinary Sciences category of this year's Journal Citation Report [1] .
Scientific articles are now highly visible and accessible to all and over 75 peer-reviewed papers have been published online since the journal's re-launch. Web traffic to the website is substantial, and article accesses have increased almost six-fold between 2011 and 2014. Furthermore, access statistics for the 'most viewed' articles in the Irish Veterinary Journal are similar to those achieved by other journals in BioMed Central's veterinary portfolio, including BMC Veterinary Research. Articles are now routinely included in PubMed, PubMed Central and other international databases.
We have also had very positive feedback from authors who have submitted manuscripts for review following the re-launch. There has been a steady decrease between 2011 and 2014 in time from first to final editorial decision, reflecting high quality support from manuscript handling editors. Among authors, 93.6% would publish again with the Irish Veterinary Journal, and 96.2% would recommend the journal to a colleague. Average author satisfaction has been very high (4.4 on a scale of 1 (very poor) to 5 (very good)).
Since August 2012, the Irish Veterinary Journal has offered a 50% discounted article processing charge for case reports, case studies and short reports, and these article types are now heavily represented among the submissions that we receive. These types of publications from veterinary practitioners are welcomed and are registrable for Continuing Professional Development (CPD) points with the Veterinary Council of Ireland. Biomed Central operates an Open Access Waiver Fund for authors based in countries classified by the World Bank in low-income or lower-middle-income economies, and these have been used extensively in the journal.
The relationship between the Irish Veterinary Journal and Animal Health Ireland has been a fruitful one, with a number of key influential papers published such as that on the cost-benefit of the national BVD eradication programme [2] and a series of papers on calf health [3] [4] [5] . Many articles have been highly accessed online including a demographic survey of unwanted horses in Ireland [6] as well as important reviews of IBR infection [7] and the use of bulk milk in the diagnosis of parasite infections [8] . We would like to thank all the authors who have contributed to the Irish Veterinary Journal and all of those colleagues who have provided invaluable editorial support and we look forward to increased numbers of manuscript submissions in the future.
Before joining the BioMed Central family in 2011, the Irish Veterinary Journal sat on the edge of the publishing abyss. The journal wasn't PubMed-cited and had an Impact Factor of 0.14. Its rise to 1.71 puts the journal in a new league and is a tribute to colleagues in BioMed Central, the Irish Veterinary Journal editorial team, and the open access process. This very significant milestone reflects the world-class aspirations of the Irish veterinary profession and of Irish veterinary science. 
